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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 3919 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SA, YE 

REF: STATE 122278 

1. WE DELIVERED TEXT OF LETTER ON YAR ARMED FORCES 
MODERNIZATION TO MINDEF PRINCE SULTAN S OFFICE DIRECTOR 
MORNING MAY 31. WE TOLD HIM THAT WE WERE ANXIOUS TO 
DISCUSS THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTER AND THE GENERAL 
SUBJECT OF ARMS ASSISTANCE TO THE YAR WITH PRINCE 
SULTAN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THE OFFICER DIRECTOR SAID 
THAT HE WOULD HAVE THE LETTER IN SULTAN'S HANDS LATER 
THE SAME DAY. HE POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT PRINCE 
SULTAN WOULD BE LEAVING FOR CAIRO ON JUNE 2 TO ATTEND 
THE CEREMONIES MARKING THE REOPENING OF THE SUEZ CANAL 
AND WOULD NOT BE BACK BEFORE JUNE 7. DUE TO THE PRESS 
OF BUSINESS BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE 
FOR HIM TO ADEQUATELY CONSIDER THE MATTER AND MEET WITH 
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THE AMBASSADOR UNTIL HIS RETURN. 
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2. LATE THE SAME AFTERNOON THE AMBASSADOR MET WITH 
CROWN PRINCE FAHD ON OTHER MATTERS. HE REPEATED TO 
HIM OUR INTEREST IN COOPERATING WITH THE SAG IN A 
PROGRAM TO MODERNIZE THE YAR ARMED FORCES AND SAID THAT 
WE HAD THAT MORNING DELIVERED A LETTER TO PRINCE SULTAN 
OUTLINING A PROGRAM OF RAPID ASSISTANCE. 

AKINS 
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